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For Immediate Release

15 January 2009

Access to Information Remains Unsatisfactory, Expert Group Concludes

According to the evaluation achieved by “Acces-info” Center in the forth quarter of year 2008, the government has taken steps toward improvement of system for communicating with public, many public institutions have appointed and trained media outreach specialists and the law on transparency in decision making has been passed by Parliament. However, during the same period, there were several cases of citizens’ and journalists’ access to information being restricted, and the Parliament passed a new Law on state secret, that being once promulgated, could harm seriously the access to information.  
According to the experts group established by Acces-info under the Strengthening Civil Society Monitoring Capacity in Moldova Program managed by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the multiple obstacles that restrict the public and journalists access to official information, is the result of the low level of informational culture that fall behind the modern technologies; of the lack of one efficient management that would ease the active informing and the interactive dialogue between public administration and citizens; of ignorance of legislative provisions by many public officials, on the one hand, and the widely spread in the society juridical illiteracy, on the other hand. In majority of state institutions, a clear internal mechanism, adjusted to their specifics regarding the communication with public and ensurance of access to information, is missing. The quality of several public authorities Internet web pages is still insufficient, showing many deficiencies regarding the firmness of information of public interest, including regarding the transparency in public procurements, results of controls achieved by qualified bodies, the spent of allocations from the reserve funds etc.

The stressed ignorance of authorities towards the criticism in media continue to persist.

On a scale of 0 to 5, the expert group scored the level of access to official information in Moldova during the fourth quarter of 2008 at 2.4. This shows slight improvement over the third quarter assessment of 2.36, the second quarter rating of 2.12 and the first quarter assessment of 2.09.  The experts group is made up of civil society and media representatives.

For additional information, please contact the Acces-info Centre at T: (37322) 28-13-94, or Vasile Spinei, Project Director by e-mail at accesinfo1@yahoo.com.
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